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Ghe Amerian Sreetiman, | 


THE WESTERN BRANCHES. 
Ovr readers will observe that in the list 


of auxiliary, societies published on the first 
page, the names of the Branches in Cin- 
einnati and Cleveland no longer appear. 
The reason is that those societies, by uni- 
ting with the American Missionary Associa- 
tion, have withdrawn from this Commis- 
sion. We part with our friends and co- 
laborers, with whom we are nevertheless 
still united by the bond of a common sym- 
pathy, with the utmost good feeling though 
with sincere regrets. A word of explana- 
tion is due however, both to them and to 
ourselves. 

Last Fall, a representative of the Ameri- 
can Missionary Association visited the 
West and laid before the different Branches 
of this Commission there, proposals for a 
union with that society. No proposition 
looking to a National and organic uhion 
was made to this central office, nor was 
even any information given us that any 
plans of even partial co-operation in that 
direction were under advisement. The 
argument for such co-operation as pro- 
posed, was the anticipated diminution of 
machinery and agencies, The argument 
against it was the difference in the pur- 
poses and therefore the principles of the 








two societies ; the American Missionary | 


Association being organized for missionary 
work and therefore necessarily conducted | 
on essentially denominational principles ; 

the American Freedmens Union Com- 
mission being engaged for an educational 
work only, and therefore embracing all | 
who were willing to co-operate in such a| 
work upon the basis of the Bible as the 
foundation of Christian truth and morality. | 

Our Western friends were left to decide | 


the question thus proposed to them, with- | 


out interference upon our part. The so- 
cieties at Cincinnati and Cleveland accept- 
ed the proposition and entered into an 
alliance which necessarily works as a with- 
drawal from this Commission. The so- 


cieties at Chicago and Detroit declined the 
invitation, determined to continue the pro- 
secution of this work in fellowship with 
their former associates and upon the prin- 
ciples which have rendered that prosecu- 
tion so successful in the past. 


It is proper 


that our friends and former conpritiitens 
in the West, especially in Ohio and Indi- 
ana, should understand this. Such of 
them as desire to continue to contribute 
to the work through the instrumentality of 
this Commission, should, jn the absence of 
& special agency in those States, send their 
contributions either to the North Western 
Branch at Chicago, the Michigan Branch 
at Detroit, or to Mr. Geo. C, Ward, the 
General Treasurer. 


QO 
PACIFICATION. 

THE objection has sometimes been raised to 
this educational movement in the South, that 
it will inevitably be regarded by the Southern 
people as an intrusion and an impertinent as- 
sumption, and will thus keep open the wounds 
of war which we ought to make haste to heal, 
and awaken and increase seetional prejudice, 
already too bitter. This objeetion would not 
be very conclusive even if it were founded in 
fact. We-are under the most solemn obliga- 
tions to provide the emancipated and the now 
enfranchised with the means of education. 
This has now become not only a’ national duty, 
but a national necessity. We should prove our- 
selves unworthy to be the coitpanions and suc- 
cessors of those who fought slavery to the death 
were we to yield to the opposition which it 
may interpose to a complete and full education. 

But the facts refute the objection. This edu- 
cational movement does not increase prejudicés 
—it allays them. It does not keep wounds 
open—it heals them. It is a great pacificator. 
| Wherever our schools have been longest and 

; our teachers best known, there prejudice is 

| least. . Where there are none it is greater. The 
Yankee school-maam is no longer hated in Rieh_ 
| mond or Charleston, after three years and more 
| of service, as she is still in other and re 





| moter regions, where first prejudice was less, 


| but where she is still unknown except by re_ 
| port. We shall never be a unit as a people 
| until we have in essence a common system of 
| popular instruction. That established, we shall 
more and more grow into unity of sentiment, 
and by common acquaintance outgrow the pre- 
jadices of party and of strife. It was popular 
ignorance which produced and which promotes 
sectional prejudices. Popular education is the 
best means to remove them. 
THE COMMISSION AND ITS WORK. 
We publish herewith a statement, from 
the different Branches showing the num- 
ber of teachers in the field and the amount 
of money collected and of supplies distrib- 
uted. 
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This work of distribution of supplies is 
not yet over, and the published report at 
the end of the year may considerably in- 
crease these figures. The amount of mon- 
ey raised does not probably indicate half 
the net receipts for the school season. 
Thus, Portland, which sends fourteen teach- 
ers, requiring an expenditure of nearly, if 
not quite, $7,000, reports as yet raised only 
$200. 

But these reports, though thus incom- 
plete as respects funds raised and supplies 
shipped, is probably tolerably complete as 
respects the school statistics. That is to 
say, though some additional teachers may 
be put into the field and some few with- 
drawn, itis not probable the sum total 
will vary very considerably from that here 
indicated. 

That sum total is, teachers, 494 ; enroll- 
ed pupils, 35,458. 

The progress of the work has been very 
cheering; for though there has been a 
diminution in the number of teachers as 
compared with last year, there has been an 
increase of energy and method in organi- 
zation and cultivation of the home field, 
and a higher elevation from it in the tone 
of the schools and the course of study. 

The aspects and requirements of the 
work have changed. The first necessity, 
primary schools, has in some measure giv- 
en way toa necessity for graded high and 
normal schools. These demand concentra- 
tion of effort—a higher class of teachers— 
larger expenditures. Atfirst we gathered 
ascore or two of children, wherever we 
could, urgent only to teach them. Now, 
we accompany this primary effort with an- 
other not less important, to establish in the 
great centres schools that shall be models 
for imitation when the States take up and 
carry on this work. 

Something has actually been lost by 
denominational disintegration. The ten- 
dency to denominationalism has withdrawn 





A more serious disturbance has re- 
sulted from business stagnation through- 
out the country. Some that have giv- 
en by the thousand are compelled to re- 
duce their benefactions ; others, wearied 
in well doing, are perhaps quite willing to 
do so. The enthusiasm which accompa- 
nies a new movement, one especially which 
appealed so strongly to philanthropic and 
humane considerations as did this during 
the desolations of war, has somewhat pass- 
ed away and left as its supporters only 
those who are attached to it by cardinal 
and well-considered principles. 

In spite of these apparent drawbacks, 
the work of this Commission was never so 
prosperous, its future never brighter than 
now. It is enrolled among the national 
causes. Its work is recognized as a nation- 
al work. Its co-laborers are men honored 
in Church and State. Its organization is 
more compact and its principles clearer and 
better understood. The South has already 
felt the influence of its work. The action 
of Tennessee, Florida and Alabama, in pro- 
viding education for both black and white, 
and the movement among the Freedmen 
of Georgia looking to the same end, may 
be considered in part the result of its la- 
bors and influence. Its machinery is im- 
proved, its expenditures diminished, the 
obstacles in Southern prejudice and pas- 
sion grow daily less. 

We beseech our friends and supporters, 
the friends and supporters of education 
and humanity, to push forward the work 
more vigorously than ever to its consu- 
mation. Never was time more auspicious, 
Never was need more imminent. We have 
given the freedman the ballot—it was his 
right. We could not deny it him without 
denying justice. But the ballot is an edge 
tool. Whether with it he slay his foes or 
himself will depend upon his knowledge 
how to use it. In this hour of the crys- 
talization of parties and framing of new 


laborers, not from the field of education al- | issues, and determining of national desti- 
together, but from co-operation with this | nies, the education of the freedmen, hence- 


Commission. This has been most serious- 
ly felt in the West, where a Methodist | 


forth and forever freemen, becomes a mat- 
ter of increased and incalculable impor- 


Board has been organized for separate | tance. 
work, and where our friends of Cincinnati | 
and Cleveland have withdrawn to labor | 
hereafter under the auspices of the Amer- | 
ican Missionary Association. 


In addition to these tabular statements 
are brief reports from the Pennsylvania, 
New York and Michigan Branches. 
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TABLE OF SCHOOLS, &c., FOR THE SEASON 1866-7. 
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THE PACIFIC COAST. 


Rev. D. C. Haynes sails in April for the 
Pacific coast to prosecute a canvass for our 
cause there. He carries with him the fol- 
lowing appeal, issued by direction of the 
Executive Committee, together with letters 
of recommendation from Chief Justice 
Ohase, Hon. Schuyler Colfax, and Gen. 
Howard: — 

APPEAL. 

Rev. D. C. Hayngzs, D. D., who visits 
the Pacific Coast on our behalf, to invite 
your co-operation with us in the work 
which we have undertaken, needs no other 
introduction than that which his past labors 
among you, and in Europe, and the At- 
lantic States, will afford him ; but it is fit- 
ting he should bear to you a brief state- 
ment of the work in which we are engaged, 
and the public exigencies which have led 
us to enter upon it. 

Underlying the civilization of the free 
States, the foundation of its political insti- 
tutions, are two instrumentalities essential 
in the reconstruction, upon a Republican 
basis, of the Southern States—the a Chris- 
tian Church and the School-house. The 
various Missionary Boards of the North 
are carrying thither the first. The Ameri- 
can Freedmans Union Commission is car- 
rying thither the second. Organized to co- 
operate with the people of the South in 
the improvement of their condition, upon 
the basis of industry, education, freedom, 
and Christian morality, it specifically seeks 
the attainment of this object by establish- 
ing. therein the germs of a system of 
popular and impartial education upon 
the principles which have proved so 
successful in their operation in the 
free States. For this purpose a na- 
tional organization has been formed, 
composed of patriotic citizens, irrespective 
of denominational distinctions, embracing 
nearly all the wunecclesiastical societies 
of the North in a national organiza- 
tion, which have labored in this work from 
the beginning, including among its active 
officers and directors such men as Chief Jus- 
tice Chase, Dr. Robert Patterson, Dr. Jo- 
seph P. Thompson, Dr. George Dnffield, 
Hon. John A. Andrew, and a score of oth- 
ers whose names are the sufficient guarantee 
of the faithful administration of its duties. 





For this purpose the various Freedmans 
Aid Societies have labored in this work 
from the beginning, excepting, sueh as are 
organized on an ecclesiastical basis, have 
united in one National Commission. 

Last year this Commission distributed 
supplies valued at nearly half a million 
of dollars, and instructed over fifty thou- 
sand pupils in its various schools. This 
year it is represented in the South by 
over five hundred teachers. It is main- 
taining model schools in most of the chief 
cities of the South. Baltimore, Md., Wil- 
mington and Dover, Del., Washington, D. 
C., Richmond, Va., Raleigh and Newberne, 
N. C., Charleston and Columbia, 8. C., Sa- 
vannah and Columbus, Ga., Montgomery 
and Huntsville, Ala., Vicksburg, Miss., 
Springfield, Mo., Little Rock, Ark., Nash- 
ville and Knoxville, Tenn., are among the 
more important points which it has thus 
eccupied. Beginning with schools held in 
sheds, deserted hospitals, basements of 
bandoned or colored churches, it has pro- 
vided itself with buildings and apparatus 
in some wise worthy of its work. Be- 
ginning with instruction of the most radi- 
mentary character, the rapid progress of 
its pupils has compelled it to establish 
graded and Normal schools, Already the 
ndirect and permanent results of this work 
begin to be seen in the amelioration and re- 
moval of prejudices and the stimulation of 
educational ambition, not only among the 
colored, but also among the white popula- 
tion. Already, Tennessee has adopted a 
system of public and impartial education. 
Alabama has taken steps toward the adop- 
tion of a similar system. Florida has pro- 
vided, though by a system less satisfactory, 
for the education of its colored population. 
In Georgia and the Carolinas, by popular 
agitation the people are seeking to secure a 
public school system. In brief, in the 
words of Gen. Howard, Chief of the 
Freedmans Bureau, ‘‘a public sentiment 
has been born and nurtured in the South- 
ern States under the increasing care of 
the friends of education that have been 
sent into every nook and corner of the 
Sonthern country.” 

The importance of this work is incalcu- 
lable. The right of suffrage, the birthright 
of every American citizen, has been of- 
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ficially recognized as the right of the freed- 
men. They are already beginning to exer- 
cise it. Clothed with the prerogatives of 
citizenship, our safety as well as theirs de- 
mands that they should be possessed of the 
knowledge requisite to make them fully 
competent to honor their position and to 
fulfil its duties. The school-house and 
the ballot must accompany each other. 
Universal intelligence is the necessary safé- 
guard of universal suffrage. The times too 
are auspicious. Old prejudices are disap- 
pearing. The intelligent and virtuous in the 
South recognize the importance of every- 
thing which promotes intelligence and 
virtue among the laboring classes. They 
who at first opposed us begin to appreciate 
our motives, to approve our purposes and 
to co-operate in our labors. While the mil- 
itary administration of government, now 
provided, ensures us complete protection, 
even in th? exceptional cases where public 
sentiment fails to award it. 

By every consideration then, of patriot- 
ism, of humanity, and of Christian obliga- 
‘tion, we appeal to you, fellow citizens of the 
Pacific Coast, whose labors and contribu- 
tions in the Christian and Sanitary Commis- 
sions were so abundant and so fruitful, to 
continue with us in this work and mission, 
uatural and necessary sequence of those the 
national movements, the natural and neces- 
sary ally of the government in the pro- 
cesses of reconstruction. 


By order of the Executive Committee. 


Lyman Asport, Gen. Sec., 
J. M. McKim, Cor. Sec. 
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AN APPEAL. 


LETTERS FROM GEN. HOWARD AND JUDGE 
BOND. 


At a public meeting on behalf of the 
Commission, held in New Haven, March 
13, 1867, the following letters were read 
from Maj. Gen. O. O. Howard and Hon. 
Hugh L. Bond. We commend them to 
the attention of our readers. The appeal 
which they contain is well timed. Who 
will heed and respond ? 


War DepartTMENt, 
Bureav Rer., FrEEpM’N AND ABAN. Lanps, 


Wasuineton, March 11, 1867. 


Erastvs Corrox, Esa. : 


** My Dear Sir—lIt will be impossible for 
me to be with you, Wednesday night, but 
I trust you will do as well without me. 
Your organization at Columbia, South 
Carolina, having a teachers’ home and five 
hundred children at school ; having also a 
superintendent and an excellent corps of 
teachers, remains in my mind as a sample 
of your method of operation in the mis- 
sionary field. I visited all the schools, 
spending a day in their examination, and 
I assure you that I was surprised and de- 
lighted with the progress that had been 
made in one short year. I found exam- 
ples of rare scholarship and aptness to 
learn, that wouid compare favorably with 
any white scholars in the United States. 
I could give you accounts of the several 
sits I have paid to schools under the di- 
rection of the Freedmens Union Commis- 
sion, in this city, and assure you of the 
great satisfaction every such visit hag af- 
forded me, but you are probably as thor- 
oughly acquainted asI am, with your own 
system of operations and its success. 

‘* Mr. J. M. McKim says in his address at 
Chicago: ‘The object of the freedmens 
movement, as represented by the Ameri- 
can Freedmens Union Commission, is to 
do for the Southern States what our fore- 
fathers did for New England, and what our 
wisest and most truly Christian statesmen 
now living, have done for the North and 
West, viz.: give them, in the outline at 
least, a system of popular and impartial 
education.’ This expresses plainly the ob- 
ject I have had in view while endeavoring 
to execute the trust committed to my 
charge. My desire, perhaps,. has been 
rather to encourage every effort, from 
whatever quarter it came, and concentrate 
as much force as possible, to overcome the 
blind prejudice and formidable opposition 
to the education of the colored people, 
than simply to establish a New England 
system, Florida has already a common- 
school system. not quite so liberal, it is 
true, as she will establish five years henee, 
yet it is a step in the right direction. Ala- 
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bama has also recently passed a law inau- 
garating a very liberal system of educa- 
tion. Other states will soon follow the ex- 
amples set by these two. This work is 
done in obedience to the public sentiment, 
which has been born and nurtured in the 
Sonthern States under the inereasing care 
of the friends of education, that have been 
sentiinto every nook and corner of the 
Southern country. These messengers took 
their lives in their hands, followed up the 
armies, sat down on the SeaIslands, estab- 
lished themselves in the cities, carried with 
them books and charts, tracts and papers, 
setup a school wherever they stopped, 
and they seemed to me, more than any 
other men and women, to be going into all 
the world and carrying the Gospel to every 
creature. Despised, misrepresented, called 
mercenary, ostracised by persons of less 
culture than themselves, these teachers 
have suffered no obstacle te thwart, no 
hatred to make them hesitate, but have en- 
ergetically and earnestly demonstrated by 
their success, the true nature of their mis- 
sion. 

“The Government, through this bureau, 
will furnish the same facilities during the 
coming year as in the past. It will aid in 
the rental, repairs and construction of 
school-buildings, in the transportation of 
teachers from their homes to the place of 
labor, and afford such other facilities and 
assistance, as can be done by a hearty co- 
operation with your Association in the no- 
ble work in which you are engaged. In 
some of the States a small fund, derived 
from what is called Confederate property, 
may be used for educational purposes with- 
out restriction. 

“*In some places, freedmen are sustaining 
their own schools ; but the general rule is, 
that our people who believe in the grand 
missionary work which is being done, 
must contribute liberally and in sufficient 
sums to support the teacliers and the or- 
ganizations necessary to keep them in the 
field. We cannot afford to have the friends 
of progress and education enter into con- 
tention with each other. Those soreheads 
and selfish traders in benevolence, who 
have by chance been allowed to interrupt 
the general harmony of effort, must be 
thrust aside, and every earnest, active 





friend of humanity, who is willing to pull 
at the oar, should be encouraged and 
strengthened, that his labors may become 
more and more effective. 

‘* Wishing you complete success in your 
meeting, and the blessing of God upon 
you in your enterprise, I remain very truly 
yours,” 

O. O. Howarp, Maj. Gen., 


Commissioner. 
LETTER FROM JUDGE BOND. 


Bautrmore, March 8, 1867. 


‘Dear Str—It would give me great pleas- 
ure to address the people of New Haven 
on Wednesday evening next in behalf of 
the freedmen’s cause, could I do se with- 
out neglecting the public duties with which 
I am charged here. 

‘*T should be the more ready to do so now, 
because I fear the people of the North, who 
have supported the cause of education 
among the freedmen so munificently, be- 
gin to weary in a good work and are about 
to put off the armor ere the victory is com- 
pletely won! I judge from Maryland, 
alone; but there can be no question that 
the effort in behalf of negro education in 
our State, has removed more prejudice, ele- 
vated more repidly that class of our fellow- 
citizens in the opinion of the governing 
classes, and smoothed the road to man- 
hood suffrage more effectually, than any 
other movement that could have been or- 
ganized. The people of the Southern 
States learn little from what they hear: 
‘Seeing is believing,’ with them. And 
when they found the negro capable of edu- 
cation, and that a school for him was not 
a source of disorganization, but of order, 
cleanliness and virtue, they were driven 
from their long cherished prejudices ; and 
they acknowledge in him a capacity they 
never before or otherwise would: have ad- 
mitted. With manhood suffrage the ne- 
gro will take care of himself. If he do not, 
it is not our fault. We have given him the 
power ; let him wield it and he will not 
lack advisers how he should do it. But it 
is not time now, while he is ignorant of the 
advantages of an education, while many of 
them have not so much as heard of a school, 
to cease our efforts. As we see the great 
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responsibility we are thrusting upon him, 
we should for a while longer redouble our 
efforts to qualify him for his new duty. 

‘* The experiment, the fandamental change 
we are making, will then not be doubtful 
of success when once they have all seep 
the value of the free school ; and the first 
vote of every freedman will be cast to es- 
tablish what is at once the glory and the 
safety of the free States—universal edu- 
eation. I wish I could be with you to il- 
lustrate more fully whatI mean, but I 
eannot.” 

Yours truly, 


Hues L. Bonn. 


ee 





Turep AnnuaL Mzertine or THE MICHIGAN 
Frsepmuns Arp Commission—Rgport 
or THE CORRESPONDING SECRETARY— 
Exgorion oF OFFICERS. 


(From the Detroit Advertiser and Tribune.) 


Tus third annual meeting of the Michi- 
gan Freedmens Aid Commission was held 
at the Young Men’s Christian Association 
rooms, yesterday afternoon. The meeting 
was opened by prayer by Rev. 8S. M. Free- 
land. 

A letter was read from the Superinten- 
dent of Public Instruction of the State of 
Louisiana, asking for colored teachers for 
the schools now in progress and to be open- 
ed for colored children in that State. It 
was stated that several could probably be 
obtained in this city. 

Rev.8. Chase, Corresponding Secretary, 
then read his annual report to the Com- 
mission as follows : 

“The Michigan Freedmens Aid Commission 
was the child of circumstances. It was or- 
ganized to meet a necessity. Rebellion had 
struck ra the = of a nation. yon 
grown hoary with age ingatiate with pros- 
perity, démanded universal immunity, and 
would brook no control. But when the ene- 
my came in like a flood, the spirit of the Lord 

up a standard against him. The course 
of conduct intended to cement and establish 


its power beyond a contingency, by the over- 
re Providence of God, resulted in its over- 


Ww. 

“With the onward march of the army of the 
Union, the shackles fell from the limbs of the 
bondmen, and the multitude of the enslaved 
stood up in the ecstacy of a newly found man- 
hood. Many of them, with the improvidence 


of children, left their homes to follow the foot- 





steps of the army, with scarce a thought of 
Sangiy end duasiaha; tap tay: doves th Sana 

¥ own to no 
more. Others found a precarious subsistance 
from such work as the army afforded, and 
others still were driven out by former masters 
when they could no longer claim them as their 
property, empty, naked and friendless, to be 
sustained by the charity of the benevolent or 
perish by the wayside 


“To meet such an exigency as this the Michi- 
gan Freedmens Aid Commission was 
ized ; to feed the h , to clothe the ed, 
to provide homes for the orphans, to teach the 
— and to assist in lifting up the bowed 

wn. In this work it has . It has 
been the dispenser of the free-will o of 
the kind-hearted, and the donations w 
have passed through the hands of its agents 
have gladdened many sorrowful hearts. In 
presenting our third annual , we would 
acknowl: the ness of God to us asa 

Our lives have been spared, and un- 
interrupted harmony has characterized all our 
deliberations. The liabilities which at the last 
annual meeting were hanging over us have all 
been canceled, while the current expenses of 
the year have all been met, so that there has 
been no want among our dependents. Our 
ents have met nothing but kindness from 
the churches and ministry in our State. They 
have been welcomed with cheerfulness, and 
the collections have been in many instances 
we wee A thasbagiving appeal was largely 
tributed through the State and many hearty 
responses have been received. The sum 
of these donations amounted to $561 05. We 
had hoped that the physical wants of the 
freedmen would have nearly ceased with the 
gathering of the last harvest, but the untoward 
Season, with the unsettled condition of the 
Southern States, and their poverty, has 
vented the satisfaction of their wants; while 
the entire community in man: are al- 
ready famishing for bread. Indeed there is 
often more distress among the poor whites 
than among the freedmen. The of the 
starving comes to us from the South day 
today. They make their piteous appeals for 
help or they must perish. 

“ Since the last annual meeting,the American 
Freedmens Union Commission has been formed 
by representatives from all the Freedmens 
Aid Commissions in the Northern and West- 
ern States, which is now working with great 
efficiency and success. At the present time this 
commission hasin its employ about 760 teachers, 
supported by its various branches, giving in- 
struction to abeut 80,000 adults and children 
in day and night schools. From all these 
teachers comes the united testimony, the freed- 
men, old and young, afe enthusiastic in the 
pursuit of knowledge, while their qiistnen 
and docility are remarkable. In fact, theif pro- 
gress in their studies calls forth the admiration 
of visitors, evincing that the 
elements for an honorable and intelligent citi- 
zenship. The Agency work of the commifasion 
has been prosecuted by Revs. C. C. Foote and 
0. C. Thompson, with a fair measure of suc- 
cess. 
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The receipts of the commission for the year 
and since the date of the last annual report, 
have been $7,765 96, a a balance of 
$580 69 on hand at that date. e disburse- 
ments-.during the same time have been $6,337 
71, leaving a balance on hand of 25. 
There have also been received and dis- 


necessities and suffering which exist. 
“ At the last annual meeting the Board found 
burdened with a large indebted. 
ness contracted in the establishment and sup- 
port of the Haviland Home. This has been 
canceled. The Home, at that time, contained 
about 50 orphans, for whom provision was to 
be made also for their instruction. These 
have been provided for, and homes procured 
for more t 80 of these friendless ones. 
About the first of November a proposition was 
received from the American Missionary Asso- 
ciation, which resulted in the transfer of the 
Home, with the real estate and all its assets, 
liabilities, and the remaining children, to that 
Association ; thus leaving the Commission free 
to give its undivided attention to the genes 
work among the freedmen. the year 
three teachers have been employed in whole 
orin part. One at the Haviland Home, one in 
Kansas and one in Virginia, at Camp Distribu- 


tion, near Alexandria. Funds have been for- | 


warded to the Treasurer of the American 
Freedmens Union Commission for the support 
of one or more teachers at such place as they 
shall think most advisable; the teachers to 
make monthly reports to the Executive Board. 

“Thus have we given a succinct account of 
our stewardship. ething has been done, 
bat much more remains to be done. The 
foundation has been laid, but the superstruc- 
ture is yet to be erected. It is hoped that the 
bodily suffering will cease at least with the 
next harvest, but the efforts to educate the 

t cannot safely be discontinued until 

e revolted States themselves shall take up 
the work which properly belongs to them. 
Till then the friends of humanity must not 
weary in their well-doing. Intelligence and 
virtue lie at the very foundation of our polit- 
ical institutions. The sewer mg r an hen 
evangelist must go hand in hand to raise these 
millions of Mack dad white from ignorance 
and degradation to the level of a law-abidi 
and intelligent constituency. Here is the wo 
for the patriot and philanthropist as well as 
the Christian, and with the progress of this 
work will come the spirit of unity and mutu- 
al regard and love, which shall make the di- 
vided nation one harmonious people. 

“ Rev. Mr. Foote offered a resolution for the 
basis of a union of the Mic Freedmens 
Aid Cemmission with the can Missionary 
Association, for the purpose of economy and 
greater efficiency, the basis being, ist. The 
agents chosen to canvass the State shall re- 
eeive their commission from each society. 2d 

remit all receipts to the Treasurer 

of Freedmens Aid Commission, 
pay all moneys received for the 
Treasurer of the American 
Association, unless otherwise or- 
8d. The teachers of 


[hee 
o 





the Michigan Commiasion shall receive the 
care, direction and support of the American 
Missionary Association. 4th. Any church or 
community desirous of sup; and sending 
to the freedmen a qual er may do so 
under the auspices of this union, 

“The subject thus introduced was discussed at 
some ny, vol! Mr. Foote in favor, and Revs. 
supply , J. H. Griffith and George Duf- 
field, D. D., in opposition. 

“ Dr. Duffield said that this was a question of 
the existence or non-existence of the society. 
The subject was one of philant and pa- 
triotism, and not one which a to any 
sectarian religious societies for its sustenance. 
He read several letters from agents of the 
American Freedmens Commission, giving ac- 
counts of the great amount of work which has 
been dene in various Southern States in the 
way of establishing schools among the freed- 
men. He believed this Commission should be 
sustained as a separate o tion. He con- 
tended that the system of schools which are 
established by this Commission in the South 
will force upon the different States a system 
of free = ic schools for all the freedmen- 
When this object is brought about, the work 
which the Commission has been doing shall 
have been accomplished, 

“ The resolution of Mr. Foote was lost. 
“On motion, the chair appointed a committee 
on nominating officers for the ensuing year, 
consisting of Rev. Messrs. Foote, Griffith and 
Webb. e committee after consultation re- 
ported the following list of officers: 

“ Persident—Rev. Geo. Duffield, D. D. 

“Vice Presidents—Rev. 8. Chase, Rev. E. 0. 
Haven, D. D., J. J. ley, Esq., John Owen, 
-_ P. Baldwin, ., Rev. A. Ballard, E. 
o ard, Esq., Rev. A. G. Hibbard, Hon. C. 8. 

ay, 

“ Corresponding Secretary—Rev. 8. Chase. 

“ Recording Secretary and Treasurer—Fran- 
cis Raymond. 

“ Auditor—E. C. Walker, Esq. 

“ Hxecutive Committee—Rev. J. H. McCarty, 
Rev. J. H. Griffith, Rev. W. H h, Wm. 
Webb, Rev. 0. C. Thompson, Rev. A. G. Hobbs, 
Horace Hallock, 8. Zugg, Geo. M. Harwood, 
and Geo. De Baptist. 

“The report was adopted and the above offi- 
cers declared elected. 

“The meeting then adjourned.” 


2 
ad 


REPORTS OF BRANCH SOCIETIES. 
PENNSYLVANIA BRANCH. 





To THe Rev. LYMAN ABBOTT, 
Gen. See’y Am. Fr. Union Commission, 
76 John street, New York City. 


“ Durie the last six months the work of the 
Pennsylvania Branch has gone on soberly as 
if in a beaten track, ee 

rosperity to enable us to report great re- 
? os on the other hand, —_ — ~ 
tinuance in well doing as not to allow 
pendancy in the hearts of its friends and 
supporters. We have received the resignation 
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of one teacher, but having sent out four addi- 
tional ones, have now, as shown above, sixty- 
three teachers in the field. 

“The monthly reports from the different de- 
partments indicate a steady increase of the 
number of scholars enrolled, though the se- 
verely cold weather, insufficient clothing and 
lack of shoes have greatly interfered with 
punctual attendance during the winter months. 

“ Indeed, in many cases, the absolute need of 
decent clothing for the poor little bodies pre- 
vent many from going to school at all, who 
otherwise would gladly flock thither. 

“ Of the new teachers mentioned above, here, 
Miss Fannie A. Couch and Miss Hannah M. 
Streeper were sent from Pottsville to the school 
in Murfreesboro, which has been adopted b 
the citizens of that place as their own. Bot 
were already teachers of some experience and 
entered upon their new work from an earnest 
sense of duty. 

“ Miss C. M. Shackford was sent to Okolona, 
Mississippi, by the Ladies’ Freedmen’s Aid So- 
ciety of. oly Trinity Church, (Rev. Phillips 
Brooks, Rector). This interesting station has 
now three teachers who live on the plantation 





of Dr. Tucker, their pupils being his former 
slaves. His sympathy in their work, and gen- | 
tlemanly attention to their comfort, makes the | 
position of these ladies, though so remote, pe- | 
<uliarly favored. j 

“ A neighboring planter desires to have a} 
school on his plantation opened in June, for | 
which two teachers will be required ; and other 
planters in the vicinity talk of uniting to ask 
fora school. The support of the fourth new 
teacher, a colored woman, already established 
for a short time in Person Co., N. C., near the 
town of Roxboro, has been assumed by the 
‘Women’s Branch. Her case was laid before 
the Association by the Rev. Robert Martin, a 
colored Baptist minister, who came North for 
the purpose of raising funds to assist his peo- 
ple in putting up church and school buildings, 
and to ask that two teachers might be sup- 
ported, So anxious are the people in this 
neighborhood to have educational advantages 
for their children, that they have cheerfully 
undertaken to pay the board of the teacher 
already among them, one poor woman offering 
as her contribution, to do her washing. We 
have thus entered upon a new field, not having 
hitherto had any schools under our care in 
North Carolina. 

“ Concerning the other schools in Washing- 
ton, Lynchburg, Va., South Carolina, Tennessee, 
and the Sea Talands, there is nothing of special 
interest to report excepting that on St. John’s 
Island, no suitable accommodations have yet 
been provided for the teachers. The three 
who started in the Autumn to enter upon their 
work in that place have been detained in 
Charleston, where however their services have 
been most welcome, 

“ The funds collected this season have been 
ey: devoted to the — of schools, 

ut great interest has been taken in the mat- 
ter of collecting and forwarding supplies by the 
Women’s Freedmens Relief Association, auxili- 





ary to the Pennsylvania Branch. This Asso- 
ciation ized under many discouragements 


Seune 
and difficulties last October, when the valuable 





President resigned, 2s did also the Correspond- 
ing and ing Secretaries. The new offi- 
cers then elected found that owing to the wide 
} agp impression of the needlessness of fur- 
ther efforts to relieve physical destitution, 
— societies had not organized for active 
work. 

“They had been very successful in the first 
season of their existance, valuing the result of 
their labor in supplies and money at $40,000, 
but this season their receipts fall far below 
this amount. Fortunately they had packed 
away some surplus stores, before giving up 
their rooms last Spring, and were thus ena 
to start on their labor of love, without assist- 
ance at the beginning of the working season. 
Another drawback was found in the separate 
organization by the Episcepal Church of a 
Freedmen’s Association, which carried into its 
ranks some of the most valuable workers and 
contributors. 

“We have made a change in our rooms, which 
is very much for the better, and are now pleas- 
antly located at 711 Sansom street, where our 
accommodations are much more roomy and 
comfortable than those we formerly occupieG.” 


Very respectfully, 
Rost. R, Corson, 
Cor. Sec'y, P. B. 





NEW YORK BRANCH. 


My Dear MR. ABBOTT :— 


‘*Havine but a few minutes to spare from 
the press of business, before starting on my 
Southern tour, my promised statement must 
be brief. 

“ Since Oct. 1st, 1866, when the present school 
year began, we have put 160 teachers in the 
field, of whom 153 are at present actively en- 
gaged. Twenty-four (24) are in the District of 
Columbia, seven (7) in = one (1) in 
Delaware, forty-one (41) in Virginia, twenty- 
three (23) in North Carolina, one (1) in Ten- 
nessee, thirty-nine (39) in South Carolina, and 
seventeen (17) in Florida. Fifteen(15) of this 
force are colored. Of the 160 set to work, 80 
belong to the State of New York, 22 to Massa- 
chusetts, 15 to Maine, 14 to Connecticut, 10 to 
New Hampshire, 7 to South Carolina, 5 to Ver- 
mont, 8 to Virginia, 1 to Tennessee, 1 to New 
Jersey, 1 to Pennsylvania, and 1 to Rhode 
Island. They have “iy 7,999 enrolled 
pupils in day schools, 1,369 in night schools, 
2,765 in Sunday schools. About 883 
women and girls are receiving instruction in 
sewing. 

“This work, and: these statements do not de- 
scribe, but merely suggest; it is all the more 
gratif , because at the weginaing of the 
school year the Association was in debt, and 
its pros looked so -_ ae # its lead- 

members that they thought banding. 
Be instead of this, retrenchment and a = 
ial effort to raise funds became the order of the 
day. Last September three Secretaries did the 
work of the Association, Rev, Wm. .G. Hawk- 
ins being Cor. Sec., Rev. J.J. Woolsey, See’y of 
the Teachers’ Committee, and the writer, See’y 
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of the Committee on Correspondence and Or- 
orto The first two retiring, after hav- 
rendered faithful and valuable services, 
the writer was chosen to fill the vacancy. By 
this appointment the whole of an immense 
amount of work was thrown again on the 
Ladies Committee, but their energy, diligence, 
and devotion, made them equal to its demands, 
and eminently successful in its prosecution. 
New Agents had been employed, suitable dis- 
tricts in the home territory had been appor- 
tioned to them, and new instructions, commis- 
sions and forms for reports had been issued. 
As a result of the vis and system of ‘the Com- 
mittee, the Auxiliary Societies which it organ- 
ized, are sustaining about two-thirds of the 
teachers in the pay of the Association. The 
monthly letters of these supported teachers 
make their constituents more interested in our 
work because better acquainted with it. We 
are glad to believe that most of them will 
keep their representatives in the field next 
year ; and that societies not represented now, 
will be from next October. 
“ The principles of the Commission grow in 
favor as the public understands them. 
t is neither hard to see, nor difficult to believe 
that common unsectarian schools will do for 
the South what they have done for the North, 
and that it is as fraught with danger toestab- 
lish sectarian schools for the secular education 
of the children there as it would be here. I 
am a Baptist, but I would not like to have the 
common schools of this city known and eon- 
ducted as such, or the system supplanted by 
the parochial, for then we could not argue 
with Roman Catholics and would ta!l behind 
them in the race of competition. The Sunday 
schools reported by our teachers show that 
Christianity makes missionaries of its subjects 
when they are on missionary ground. We 
know that out of school hours there are no 
better missionaries—in the church use of the 
term—than the noble women whom we com- 
mission as teachers. 
“ But it is almost time for ‘The Leo’ to sail, 
and I must off to Savannah.” 


Cordially yours, 
CRAMMOND KENNEDY, 
Oor. Sec’y. 
New York, March 5:h, 1867 


MICHIGAN BRANCH, 


Detroit, March 7, 1867. 
Rev. LyMAN ABBOTT, 


“Dear Sr: Yours of the 25th ult. I received. 
In answer | would say that the receipts of the 
Mich. F, A. Com. during the past year have 
been, with the balance on hand at the last an- 
nual meeting, $7,765 96. The disbursements 
for the same, $6,337 71, leaving a balance in 
the treasury of $428 25. Of this sum $1,000 
has been forwarded to the A. F. U. Com. for 
the support of teachers at the South.» The re- 
mainder was appropriated to the support of 
the Haviland Bone fot’ Freedmen’s orphans. 
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A school was taught at the Home until the 
Home was transferred to the American Mis- 
sionary Association. In addition to the cash re- 
ceipts, there was collected and distributed 
goods amounting to about $500. 

-“ We enter the present year unembarrassed 
by debt, and hope todo something more efficient 
for the education of the freedmen. At our 
annual meeting, yesterday, it was resolved to 
continue to work with the Am. F. U. Com.” 


Yours truly, 
8. CHasx, Cor. Sec. 





EDUCATIONAL PROCRESS. 

Tue progress in the organization of ed- 
ucational movements in the South is such 
as must surprise the most expectant and 
hopeful friends of progress. 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 


Says the Natron, ‘‘ Superintendent Tom- 
linson, in his report for January, 1867, 
enumerates in South Carolina, 75 day and 
4 night schools, conducted by 101 white 
and 43 colored teachers, and having 8,120 
enrolled pupils (the girls being nearly 600 
in excess of the boys), whose average at- 
tendance is 6,056. irty-six. of these 
schools are graded. There are connected 
with them, 46 Sunday-schools, embracing 
2,765 pupils, The freedmen support in 
part 26 of the schools, and their contribu- 
tions for January amounted to $1,500. 
The school at Belton is entirely supported 
by them. In addition to the foregoing 
and to several schools which have failed to 
report, the Superintendent estimates that 
there are at least 60 schools in the State, 
with an attendance of about 5,000 pupils. 
They are not of the first quality, but are 
far better than none at all. Mr. Tomlin- 
son has been making an extensive tour 
of observation in the interior, and en- 
couragingly declares : 

*I am confirmed in the convictiou, if confirmation 
were needed, that nothing so rapidly tends to produce har- 
mony between the white and colored people of the State, 
and to improve in all respects the condition of the col- 


ored people, as the establishment of schools among 
them." 


‘The towns he visited had been remark- 
able for the opposition (other than vio- 
lent) originally manifested towards colored 
schools : 


‘I question very much whether now a half-dozen men 
of intelligence in any of these places can be found who 
would not deem it a public calamity to have these 
schoo!s discontinued. In most of these localities the 

idents in the i diate neighborhood of the school 
have ceased to with b.tierness of it, and generally 
treat the teachers with politeness * * * In Cheraw, 
while I was there the colored le were allowed the 
use of the town-hall for an’ educational meeting ; and 
the meeting was attended by several of the white resi- 
dents of the town. * * * The mayor of Columbia 
has visited the schools, and, after expressing the g t 
satixfaction with all that he saw, took oceasion at 
meeting of the council in the evening to advise all its 
members to visit the sohools also.” 
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‘*Mr, Tomlinson praises highly the co 
of teachers at Columbia (su santed by the 
N. Y. Branch of the A. F U. Commis- 
sion), and also several young colored men 
of Charleston, whom he sent out into the 
sommes Seteiets, at the charge of the 
New England Branch, and who, in spite 
ef their inexperiecne in teaching, exhibited 
great tact and fidelity, and have achieved 
entire success. 

**To this note of p should be added 
the recent speech of Governor Orr, to the 
freedmen of Charleston, in the African 
Methodist ehurch, the meeting being pre- 
sided over by « colored president and 

ed with prayer by a colored chaplain. 
The Gevernor not only promised them 
protection against lawlessness and out- 
but commended their schools, and 
predicted that a common-school system for 
whites and blacks would be established by 

the next Legislature. He further said : 
cats tp sad tao Dechction af Indspontuase ent the 
of the United States. ae ae ie 


Oonstitation 
the colored man the privilege of going to the ballet-box 
and vote.’ ”’ 


TENNESSEE. 


‘* Tne Legislature of Tennessee has pro- 
vided by law for a common-school system 
for the State, without distinction of color. 
It is not perhaps an obvious, but it is an 
entirely truthful remark, that the blacks 
would never have been embraced in this 
provision except for the previous experi- 
ment and example of freedmens schools, 
sustained by the benevolence of the 
North, in ev of Tennessee. 
In them the capacity of the negro and his 
ambition to get knowledge have been for 
ever established ; and they have also proved 
themselves here, as noted by Superinten- 
dent Tomlinson in South Carolina, the hand- 
maids of civilization, and restored public 
order. The patient and obscure toiling of 
three years has wrought this great revolu- 
tion in Tennessee. The Philadelphia so- 
ciety alone, sided for the last eighteen 
months by that at Pittsburg, has effected 
and sustained seventeen distinct educa- 
tional organizations, five of which are nor- 
mal classes for the preparation of colored 
teachers, besides an orphan asylum at 
Nashville ; and has distributed more than 
$10,000 worth of supplies, clothing, and 
fuel 


A detailed and interesting account of the 
work in Tennessee is given in aletter from 
Mr. Mitchell, given in another column. 


ALABAMA 
Has, also, writes General Howard, in a 
letter published in another column, passed 


a law inaugurating a very liberal system of 
education. This provides, as we under- 





stand it, for beth white and colored pupils. 
In truth, the more intelligent and liberal 
classes in the South perceive that their 
own interest and that of their section of 
the country, no less than that of the whole 
nation, demands imperatively that the free 
laboring classee should be educated ; and 
their endowment with the right of fran- 
chise will stimulate to a greater activity 
movements for their education. 


DELAWARE. 

In Delaware a Freedman’s Educational 
Society has been formed, of which Thomas 
Kimber, Jr., President of the Elmira and 
Williamsport R. R. Compny, is President. 
From a letter received from him we make 
the following extracts : 

“Our arrangements are rapidly pro - 
ing, and we s start six schools, I hope, 
in April. The difficulty has been to obtain 
teachers, but your kind exertions in pro- 
curing two white teachers and this colored 
man will help us wonderfully. One of 
these white teachers we propose to place at 
Wilmington, and one at Odessa or Middle- 
town. * * * Amore earnestand disin- 
terested effort has not been commenced 
anywhere than that we are new inaugu- 
rating, or one which will be pressed 
through more firmly, under the greatest 
epposition and the least assistance from 
the local population, than the movement 
in Delaware. We have declined teachers 
from the Episcopal Church associations, 
who accompany them with sectarian requi- 
sitions,—our determination being to intro- 
duce a scriptural and religious but wholly 
free and unfettered system of education 
among the colored people.” 


THE CAPACITY OF THE FRREDMEN. 

Tuts has been a matter of frequent dis- 
cussion, even among their best friends. 
We have been told by gentlemen connected 
with the faculty at Oberlin college, Ohio, 
where whites and blacks are received upon 
an equal footing, that the colored students 
seldom excel in the abstract sciences, as 
mathematics and metaphysios, but on the 
other hand are among the finest speakers 
which the Institution produces, having 
lively wit, a fertile imagination, and warm 
and glowing affections. The following 
paragraph froma letter of Mr. D. T. Bach- 
eldor, of Roanoke sland, N. C., confirms 
this statement : 


“Two of the men have an eye to the minis- 
try, and are indeed beginning te preach. They 
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have a very happy talent for , and I 
think with a little more culture, they make 
able ministers of the New Testament. I do 
not know that this people will furnish many 
statesmen or philosophers, but I believe that 
on tg were hy gre excel in ora- 
tory. they speak they seem to have a 
remarkable faculty of their whole 
soul into the subject. I have seen one scholar, 
about fifty years old, who is just to 
read his is ie puilite, cad f wa be 

to introduce him into any of our Northern 
congregations.” 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


LETTER FROM REV. CRAMMOND KENNEDY. 

Rev. Crammonp Kennupy, the Secretary i 
of the New York Branch, is now traveling 
in the South, inspeeting the schools of the 
Commission. The following letter, re- 
ceived from Jacksonville, Florida, will be 
of interest to our readers : 


JACKSONVILLE, Fua., 
March 11th, 1867. 





My Dear Sr: 


** After a rough but quick passage in the 
‘Leo,’ and a smooth but slow passage in 
the ‘Lizzie Baker,’ we landed here yes- 
terday. We stopped at St. Mary’s, Ga., 
en route, and found a young colored wo- 
man, Miss M. J. R. Richards, who teaches 
about seventy day-scholars, a dozen adults 
in the evening, and nearly a hundred ehil- 
dren on Sundays. She has a wonderful 
history. Her mother is a white lady, and 
her father was a mixture of the Cuban- 
Spaniard and negro. She was educated at 
Princeton, N. J., and went to Liberia asa 
teacher, where she remained about four 
years. On returning, she went to Rich- 
mond, and while appearing as a slave, was 
in the secret service of the U. S. She 
could write a romance from her experi- 
ence in that employment. On the surren- 
der of the city, she was engaged by the 
Bap. Home Miss. Soc. in its school in 
Dr. Ryland’s old church. But Iam ma- 
king too long astory. You ought tohave 
seen Mrs. Stowe, her brother Chas., an ex- 
naval officer, and myself, taking tea with 
this sister of ours, whose history, as she 
told it, had brought tears into all our eyes: 
while old Aunty King, a venerable dame, 
was waiting on us, and looking at the au- 
thor of Uncle Tom’s Cabin as if she were 


cy, had sent toSt. Mary’s. Miss Richards 
is employed by the Bureau, but she has 
scarcely any books. No white teacher 
would be tolerated there, if any would ge 
to such a desolate and isolated place, for 
the chimneys are left to stand sentinel over 
the charred ruins ‘to keep,’ as a freed- 
man expressed it, ‘ the anger of the peo- 
ple up.’ : 

After adding an order for some school- 
books for the school at St. Mary’s, Mr. 
Kennedy proceeds : 

‘* Miss Richards will sell whatshe can at 
the invoice prices, afid return the money to 
the Association, and Iam sure that what 
she gives away will be donated by the Exeo- 
utive Committee, forthe colored people of 
St. Mary’s are very poor, and Miss Rich- 
ards well worthy of support. Mrs. Stowe 
is preparing an article about her for ‘ Tax 
Watcumax AnD Rerixreror,’ and Mr. 
Beecher is going to ask his Sunday-school 
to buy a library for hers. Don’t wait for 
any meeting, but ship at once. 

‘The schools are progressing here ad- 
mirably. The children are singing under 
menow. Mrs. Stoweand Mr. Beecher are 
with them. This is a very large building, 
and, with the out-houses and yard, has 
been put in excellent repair. The ladies 
are very comfortable and everything moves 
like clock-work. Mr. Dennett has been 
invaluable. Both he and his wife are ac- 
tively engaged in the night scheols, which 
are attended by about a hundred adults.” 

Yours truly, 


CraMMonD KeExnepy. 


PETERSBURG. 


Tne following incident recorded in a let- 
ter from Miss Emily Hubbard, at Peters- 
burg, is not only interesting, but signifi- 
cant and gratifying : 

“The white boys have been in the practice 
of co ting in great numbers in the yard 
of the Old street school-building, after school 
hours, and at times throwing stones at the 
house, much to the injury of the house as well 
as the annoyance of the le thereabout. 1. 
had sent word to them, and had at last 
myself, and requested them to go deans, 
but to no purpose. I concluded finally to 
myself under the protection of Mayor 
and ask his assistance in the matter, which I 
accordingly did, dropping a note in the office to 





an angel, whom Heaven, in a freak of mer- 


that effect. The next morning, early,a gentle 
man called at the school-room and very politely 
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inquired into the circumstances of the case, 
and left, saying, ‘you will have no further 
trouble or annoyance—the police will attend to 
the matter’—which thing they did pretty effec- 
tively. He could not havedone more for any one 
under the circumstances, and it did us ever so 
oe I think the ladies here conduct 
th ves in such a way that they do com- 
mend the respect of the people, of which we 
have evidence daily.” 


Tue prolongation of the winter has pro- 
duced much suffering, and increased, be- 
yond our expectation, appeals for help. 
Here is one from 


ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA, 


“‘Iy you have any more clothing on hand, 
pray send us some. The weather is bitter 
Pold, the nakedness frightful. Those missing 
boxes came at last, but had been broken open 
and quite a portion of the contents stolen. I 
am sick at what I see and cannot help. If you 
only knew what these people are suffering. 
One colored man, a peculiarly interesting case 
for many reasons, died a while since of and 
hunger. He used to be in the Commissary 
department, and was known as active, able, 
willing——‘ a good hand.’ He has been out of 
work and struggling a long time ; worked once 
at a stray job two days without food; walked 
from here to Georgetown, in the bargain, and 
back. He could not have his pay till the 
work was done, &., &. It was the same or 
like till it killed him. Sucha fine fellow. Ah, 
me! Ah, me! When will it end? Some 
money is being raised and sent in to teachers, 
individually, to relieve this suffering. Miss Or- 
ton has fifty dollars from the Ward Beecher 
Church. ‘Good!’ I cried, when! heard it.” 

Hopefully, 
H C, FisHer. 


RALEIGH, N. C. 


“ HowWEVER unwilling to acknowledge it, the 
citizens are obliged to admit that our pupils 
make wonderful progress, outdoing in many 
instances their own children, and we often hear 


of remarks to that effect. We feel proud of 


the good appearance of our scholars on the 
street, as they pass quietly along, with their 
books under their arms, their air of self respect, 
and decorous behavior is quite noticeable. 

“So far as we can learn, none of the pupils 
attending either day or night school have ever 
been taken up for any criminal offence, though 
cases of that kind occur frequently.” 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Tue following letter from Mr. A. E. 


Newton, givesthe summary of work in the 
District of Columbia. It compares favor- 
ably with the school statistics of any North- 
ern community. The closing paragraph 
imticates the permanent results of our 
work, By sending into Southern commu- 
nities such men as Mr. Newton, we are 
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giving them more than teachers, we are 
providing them with educational archi- 
tects ; we are not only teaching the fifty 
thousand pupils whom we have gathered 
into our schools, but also teaching the 
communities themselves the art of publie 
instruction. 


WASHINGTON, March 14, 1867. 
Rev. CRAMMOND KENNEDY, 

Cor. Sec. N. Y. Branch Com. 
DEAR SIR: 


“ With this I mail to you the Teachers’ Month- 
ly Reports of Schools in this District for Feb- 
ruary. Thepressure of unusual duties in con- 
nection with other schools has prevented the 
earlicr preparation of a letter to accompany 
them. 

“From a summary of these reports, you will 
find that the whole number of pupils enrolled 
in the day-schools is 1,043 ; in the night-schools, 
239 ; total, 1,282. This is 59 more than the 
previous month. 847 of the pupils were pre- 
sent every day during the month, and 201 
were always punctual. This is a great im- 
pee sony over any previous month, so far as 

recollect. The per cent. of ave attend- 
ance, too, was largely increased, that of the 
highest department of the M street school (Miss 
Lord’s) reaching the unprecedented figure of 
100 (as calculated by the method in use hers, 
or 99 5-16 as calculated by a more exact 
method). Other departments in the same 
school, and other schools, as you will see, 
|ranged above 90—giving 90 per cent. as the 
| average of all the departments at M street, and 
85 per cent. for all the schools of your commis- 
| sion in this District. This result, which has 
| been brought about in most cases by special ef- 
| fort on the part of toachers, is especially grati- 
| fying, as indicating the possibility of overcom- 
|ing the proverbially lax and dilitory habits of 
| the Southern people, black and white, through 
| the influence of our schools. In some of the 
| schools an @prit de corps has been awakened 
| on the subject which is highly pleasing. For 
| example, in Miss Lord's room, so deep was the 
| feeling that in case any pupil was detained a 
| few minutes beyond the time for opening the 

school, those present seemed unable to p 

with their studies until the absent one ap- 

peared. And even the infant school caught 
| the same spirit. One little fellow, en in 
| learning the first lessons, was sent by his mo- 
| ther, one morning, just before school time, to 
| borrow a pairof flat-irons to enable her to pur- 
| sue her daily avocation. On his way he heard 
| the school-bell, and turning back, he shouted 

to his mother, ‘I must go to school, flat irons 
{or no flat-irons!’ and ran as fast as his legs 
| could carry him to the school-room. 
| ‘*It will hardly be expected that Miss Lord’s 
| school will show an equally good record for the 
| next month, since she received an addition of 
fifteen pupils by promotion, on the Ist of 
March, making her department much larger 














eoadt hs | 


erm | OS ket he 


_ a ee Ce ae a 








THE AMERICAN FREEDMAN. 20T 








than before. Horace Mann, I believe, declared 
thatan average attendancs of 100 per cont. 
was impossible. 

“The schools, without exception, are in an ex- 
cellent condition. That of Miss Gilchrist, at 
Lincoln Chapel, was srhall during the month 
of February, but composed of an interesting 
class of pupils. Since the 1st of March, the 
anticipated withdrawal of other teachers from 
that locality has taken place, and Miss G. has 
now an attendance of 60 and upwards. 

“ Miss Brown sends a report of her operations 
as teacher of sewing. There are 224 pupils re- 
ceiving instruction from her, in the schools at 
M street and Carall Hall, while #28 in other 
schools are taught sewing by their regular 
teachers. 

“Tinclose herewith a copy of a ‘ Programme 
of Parallel Studies,’ intended to introduce 
substantially a uniform course of instruction in 
the colored schools of this District. It has 
been approved and printed by the Board of 
Trustees of Colored Schools, and adopted by 
the Government Superintendent of Education, 
and by the Superintendents of the  sev- 
eral associations generally. It is an im- 
portant step towards the completion of a 
school system for this District, and possibly 
may be found of use elsewhere.” ; 

Very truly yours, 
A. E. NEwTon, 


Sup’t for D. 0. 


BEDFORD CU., VIRGINIA. 


Tue following letter is from a Southern 
gentleman who, with his daughter, is teach- 
ing a school at Bedford Co., Virginia. 
One of the most encouraging features of 
our present work consists in the fact 
that Southern co-laborers are offering us 
their service ; and we only need funds un- 
hampered by conditions to put many more 
such into the field : 


Emmans, Bedford 09., Va., Feb. 21, 1867. 
Rev. CRAMMoND KENNEDY, 
Der Sir: 
** F have been embarrassed to know whether 
this report should have been forwarded so 
early, but in compliance with ‘ instractions,’ 


much of bitter prejudice on the P eo of many. 
I feel that I have undertaken a Herculean task. 
m the face of the rancorous spirit of hate and 
denunciation that it has called forth. It re- 
quired nerve to undertake it. 1 have entered 
upon it full of the hope that the moral and in- 
tellectual improvement of those under my care 
will disarm prejudice. I appeal to my pupils, 
by their manners, their efforts to learn, 
order, and strictly moral conduct, to convince: 
prejudice of itserrors. I shall encounter many 
difficulties at first. only ask that you sustain 
me till a fair trial be made. 1 believe the 
rejudice will die away. I had intended hav 
ae a night-school, but as it might afford a pre- 
text for dismissal from service with some, I 
have concluded not to open one for the present... 
I am elated with the indications of my school 
thus far. Some five or six spell well in two 
syllables and read in monosyllables. I have 
applied for the books at depot but have not re- 
ceived them. Ishall apply again, as I learn by 
letter from A. E, Newton, they have been for- 
warded. Please assure the ladies of your.So- 
ciety of the elevated Christian sentiments 
which pervade the most enlightened minds of 
the South, and responding a hearty amen to- 
your prayer that thethoroughly educated men 
{and women of the South may soon count it 
| no disgrace (I don’t think they do), but an im- 
perative duty and exalted privilege to do every 
| thing that can be done to make the negro pop- 
! ulation, in knowledge,virtue and prosperity, all 
that God has made them capable of becoming.” 
lam, 
Most respectfully, &., yours, 
J. E. LAZENBY- 
I address Rev. N. J. Burton by this mail. 








(From the *‘ New York Times.”) 


MR. MAGUIRE ON AMERICAN ED- 
UCATION AND CHARITIES. 


‘*Tr is always a great pleasure to listen to 
distinguished foreigners when they con- 
sent to lecture our people upon any sub- 
ject whatever. We are, perhaps, a little 
over sensitive to criticisms which these 
gentlemen sometimes see fit to make upon 
the working of our own institutions, as we - 
are apt to fancy that we ourselves are quite 
as well informed on that subject as they 
can be. Still there can be no good reason 





I desire to be prompt. Some opposition 
being raised to the use of the church asa} 
school-room, I was under the necessity of re- 
pairing a building at my home for the purpose, | 
which delayed the opening of my school for a | 
time. The freedmen are delighted with the | 
opportunity afforded them for acquiring an | 
education. For miles around they are making | 
arrangements to attend the schoo'. The pros- | 
p2t is that there will be more after the school | 
gets fairly under way than can be accommo- 


dated. .A varicty of hindrances at present in- | 
" tervene. It gives me a pleasure to be able to | 
say-that the most liberal and enlightened | 
minds of this community approve and com-| 
mend the work, but Iam mortified to find so} 


why a member of the English Parliament 
should not tell us what he thinks of our 
country after six months of hurried obser- 
vation ;—the only risk he runs is that of 
being laughed at for the mistakes he may 
make, and rebuked for the wrongs he may 
do us. 
‘*Mr. John Francis Maguire, M. P. for 
Cork, delivered a lecture on Tuesday even- 
ing, which was not so much a criticism on 


| our country asa crusade against one of its. 


most characteristic and successful features, 
—our system of Public Education, which 
ignores all sectarian differences, and places 
all religious denuminations upon precisely’ 
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the same footing. Mr. sean j insisted 
that this is a f eyo and t to 
show, by ment and example, tha: reli- 
us Seedling should no t be 

m secular ing, at that public 
odouh should be under the control of the 
various ious denominations of the 
country. e presume Mr. Maguire is 
aware that this is by no means a new sub- 
with us. Twenty or thirty years ago 
at was discussed with eminent ability on 
both sides. Bishop Hughes, then in the 
fall strength of his intellect, won a distin- 
guished —— by the power and skill 
with which he advocated the view now 
Rite for by Mr. Maguire, and left very 
ittle for Mr. Maguire or any one else to 
eay in its support. Few topics of public 
interest have areused more feeling, or been 
more thoroughly canvassed, than that was. 
And the system which now prevails was 
ne as the deliberate result of the 
— e discussion. Experience has vindi- 
cated its wisdom, and established ite lead- 
principles immovably in the public 

; ent.” 

Those who passed through that discus- 
sion of twenty or thirty years ago, or are 
familiar with it historically, will not feel 
the necessity of reviewing and re-discuss- 
ing it in relation to the educational work 
in the South. Those who appreciate the 
importance of that system of Public In- 
struction, which has proved so successful 
in the North, because it ‘‘ ignores all sec- 
tarial differences,” will appreciate without 
difficulty the principles of this Commis- 
gion, and its purpose to establish the same 
system in the Southern States ; the want 
of which no parochial, or ecclesiastical, or 
denominational schools can possibly supply. 





A CORRECTION. 


Ix our last number appeared a letter 
from Miss Ruth J. Pickering, stated to be 
written from Savannah, and by implica- 
tion, Savannah, Georgia. Our attention 
has been called to the error by Mr. Eber- 
hart, Bureau Superintendent of Education 
for that State, who writes us that there is 
mo such person teaching the Freedmen in 
that city. If Mr. Eberhart had noticed 
that this letter was among the correspon- 
dence of the N. W. Branch, he would 
probably have surmised the truth, that 
by a clerical error, Savannah, Georgia, 
was substituted for Savannah, Missouri. 








NEW YORK BRAXCH. 


Reeeipts by Edward F. Davison, Acting Treasures, 
From Feb. 15, to March 19, 1967. 


FROM AGENTS. 
Rev. Mr. Colton, March 5, $210 79. 
“ Mr. Bradley, March 9, $145 
“ Mr. Brett, March 16, $16. 
“ Mr. Keeler, Mareh 16, $34 
“ Mr. Thompson, March 16, $50. 


FROM AUXILIARY SOCIETIEG 

Schenectady, $160; Oswego, 40; Wayland, 7 51; De 
Ruyter, 18 14; W. Bown, for Shaw School at Pocahon- 
tas, 50; Elmira 183; Dryden, 27 25; Lansingville, 8; Beth- 
nel Corners, 7; Buffalo, 249 50; Newburyport, 100; 
Morris, 471; Mrs. De Forrest, pr. Shaw School, 25; 
Delhi, 46 65; Weedsport, 88 40; Seipioville, 14 33; Mo- 
Granville, 34 18; Watertown, 161 05; Lockport, 125; 
Newburgh 24 60; Strykersville, 100; Manchester, 1295; 
Detroit Branch, 500; Catskill, 209; Wolcott, Rose, &c., 
100; Bristol Centre, 18 25; Johnstown, 170; Milford, 5 60; 
Franklinville, 18 70; Champlain, 47 96; Port Byron, 
8 40; Vernon, N. Y., 12 50; Whitney's Point, 24; Canadia, 
5; Alleghany, 15 61; Moers, 25 80; Newburyport, 100; 
Dryden, 70; Mott’s Corners, 18 66; Poughkeepsie, 80; 
Corning, 125; Washington Heights, 156; Woodville, 125 
Freiden’s Chureh, 15; Hinsdale, 34 36; Clyde 70; North 
Stamferd, Conn., 5 22; Great Valley, 10; Busti, 21 15; 
Gainesville, 18 50; Haverstraw, 50 75; Leon, 43 03; 
Binghampton, 38; Malone, 100; Rusford. 20; Yonkers, 
875. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

J. O. Jones, 5; Rev. John Adams, 1; James Eaton, 1 10; 
Note of Horace James, 777 05; thro. J. B. Collins, 52 96; 
Mr. Collins coll. 77 60; Angelica Thankegiving coll. 11; 
Constable Thankegiving coll. 14 35; Mr. Reynolds, 1 50; 
Otto, N. Y. Cong’l Ch., 5123; Otto M. E. Ch., 4 15; Chee- 
ter, N. ¥. Meth. and Pres. Ch’s, 19; Balance from Baring 
Bro’s & Co., London, 3,862 14; Francis Clavel, Lausanne, 
Switzerland, 392 99; Mra. Roosevelt, 20; Groton Bapt. 
Sunday Sch. 6; For support of Miss Wager, 23 66; 
Goods sold, 400; E. A. Colby, 2; J. F. Furguson, 1; Jos. 
Eaton, 1; Dr. Delafield, for Shaw School, 20; From Leeds 
& Miner, net proceeds from sale of pictures donated 
from Scotland, 82 87; Jonathan BR. Lee, Sheridan, N. Y,, 
20. 


Beosipts of the American Freedmans Union Commission. 
Feb. 27. Wat. Fr. A. U. Great Britain & Ireland, 


W. J. Bacon, Utica, N. ¥.....+00+ sees 
Mrs. W. J. Bacon, Utica, N. ¥.........- 
Miss Fanny E. Bacon, “ 

Nat. Fr. A. U. Great Britain and Ireland, 


Ft. Covington, N. Y.,, Meth & Pres.chs. 16 6 
$2062 08 








